A Y R BTEEREE =W ey W Y

Paris : 25th April 2014

COURS DONNE AU g8 7| LC VENDREDI (14H15-17H) ET
DEPARTEMENT SRt | LE SAMED! [SH.15-12H) LES

WANTHROPOLOGIE DE = | 20-21 JANVIER F-4MAR
LUNIVERSITE el 3-4 FEVRIER 74-15 AVRIL

AZ R. GUST.REVILLOD @ | 17-18FEVRIER 28-23AVRIL
(ACACIAS - GENEVE)

JEAN CLAUDE GARDIN :
ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH STRATEGIES
LECTURE HELD AT GENEVA IN 1978



SION, PETIT-CHASSEUR 1968 — 1971
THE BIAS IN FAVOUR OF EXHAUSTIVENESSS

« One main aspect of the archaeological
method is imperative: we are authorized
to destroy the evidence only if it has
been recorded in a detailed and
exhaustive manner » (Leroi-Gourhan
1983, 137).

« Instead of acquiring increasing
quantities of materials, it is perfectly
reasonable to gain greater knowledge by
less excavating. » (Idem, p. 142).



RANCES VD 1973 — 1981 : ANEW CHALLENGE

Vy des Buissons
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GARDIN :
FIELD SURVEY IN THE REGION OF ANCIENT BACTRIA 1974 - 1978
AN EXAMPLE FOR RESEARCH SUBORDINATED

TO A SINGLE-ISSUE APPROACH:

Is there a relationship between irrigation and the emergence of state societies ?

Poor performance of sophisticated methods
Poor performance with regard to the interpretation of aerial photographs
(hindered by significant alluvial deposits)




An example for research subordinated to a single-issue approach:

|~ 7
U data

Tepe ‘ Potter
Points || Backfill mounds Sherdg

of the canals

TADIJIKISTAN

Ara)
L

permitted the
datation of the




GARDIN : LECTURE HELD AT THE UNIVERSITY OF GENEVA 1978

ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH STRATEGIES

Issues ignored by the archaeoloqists

A definition :
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é « The study of the (in)experience of the archaeologists wti
with regard to the modalities of archaeological e T
= practice »
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-« The study of the (in)experience mirrored by the
.1 archaeological actions meeting specific objectives

- DR,




Choice of the actions
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What choices at the level of archaeology policy?

Ts

C .THE CONSTRUCT

1.0BJ_ECTIVE
S2 S3 l S4 S5
2. CORPUS '-—D(»S. DESCRIPTION —D} 4. ORDERING 5. INTERPRETATION =
Choice of the faati formal Giving a meaning to
corpus Syibaliasiion settings the formal orders
£ 6. VALIDATION

Testing the empirical value of the construct on a different corpus




S1 : choice of the objectives

Exogenous factors

H : Exploitation
Investment (History)
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S2 : choice of the corpus, sampling procedures

Mueller, J. 1975. Samplmg in archaeology

OBJECTIVES
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| CORPUS
- P3 Study No conclusion
i population possible without an
. estimation of the

: P2 Observed population : : _

relationship between:
- P1 Observable population
. P2 or P1/ PO
v PO Initial population




S2 : choice of the corpus, sampling procedures

OBJECTIVES INTERPRETATION

CORPUS

P3 Study
population

P1 Observable population

ﬁ P2 Observed population

——

PO Initial population
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S3. Description : strategies for recording and archiving

State of knowledge State of knowledge

Ej Ej

DATA Acquisition CONSTRUC TS
9 Cc/Ct/Ce
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V : substantial evidence (vestigial remains)
attribution of U to V
relative positioning of the vestigial remains V1, (x,y,z) / V2, (x,y,z)
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S3. Description : strategies for recording and archiving

Specific terrain

(intrinsic) "Elsewhere" [
(extrinsic)
Taking into
account

O

U : contextual evidence ("Umgebung")
V : substantial evidence (Vestigial remains)

<ger>

0O See Lecture on
c theoretical archaeology
Order of the constructs 1976-77

E+A/Cc
2. Optimum limit between E and A
3. Optimum organisation of E according to 1 and 2
4. Optimum organisation of A according to 1 and 2




S3. Description : strategies for recording and archiving
Issue 1
Strategies taken into account with regard to the objectives : E+A/C

STRATEGIES A STRATEGIES B
So S1

"HALQO"

Holistic

_ Oriented or single
strategies

strategies
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registered
Strategy S1 (survey in the region of ancient Bactria)
Observations according to a single construct
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S3. Description : strategies for recording and archiving
Issue 2

Strategies for the transition from recording to archiving E / A

RECORDING ARCHIVING

Ok

from U)

FORMAL ANALOGY :
(E,A) : to restrict the collection to C-oriented data
E/A : to restrict the collection to C-oriented and to perishable data (U)

S, o E .



S3. Description : strategies for recording and archiving

Issue 3 : collecting considered separately

OE A : rejection following an operation of collection
B : haphazard rejection between two operatlons
C : deliberate rejectlon resultln from a sorting p

onservation (ad hoc
I
- Washing
*E I
¥ Marking(ref U)
I
‘ Assemblage (refitting)
=
Marking 2
|
- Conservation 2
I
- STORING OE

ACQUISITION STORING OE




S3. Description : strategies for recording and archiving

Issue 4 : archiving considered separately

OA RECORDING ARCHIVING

Oa

daleqy O U 0 Au J d Y
Limit archiving to deliberate sorting of type C

Physical or symbolic sorting
1.Subordinate the choices to a theoretical aim
2.Explaining the work without searching for being rational
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S3. Description : strategies for recording and archiving

Issue 4 : archiving considered separately

’ Maximalist Minimalist
O A Jaiort ORDER OF | OE | ARCHIVING Garact g
| |
EXPENSIVE | Il Il COST-EFE
D et/ou G C
D G C
€ D et/ou G D
DGC DCD /GCD CDG
GDC DCG / GCG CGD

D : DESCRIPTION / G : DRAWING / C : CLASSIFICATION

G : graphic symbolism (drawing)
C : classification



s18 s27

Sondage 13 Sondage 23
Tessons Bronze moyen Fragmentsde vase ~
B Gros tessons
® Petits tessons érodés

Sondage 27 Sondage 28
Tessons Bronze moyen: B Grostessons
8 Petits tessons érodés

Tossons: O Tesscrs Bronze mayen probebles.
O Tossons campaniformes probables




Formalizing a research

h
strategy prs
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Excavation of the silty zone exclusively
(layers 4/5)

1 | 2
| |

Program 1979-80 :
. Tactical planning

SURFACE < PRECISION PRECISON < SURFACE ‘ f
maximalist tactics Minimalist tactics i'
| o '/////////
Lower level 4 Level 1to 3 2 -, / “ ’
LEVEL 1 . ? 72 / ,,}
Bell beaker Middle Bronze Age Y % // - / % / 7//

* = b // i '//////////// ////

LEVEL2 Archaeological Features
material
* 104¢X¢ 0.25.90%. centre de I'habitat principal
Soil analyses

LEVEL3 y Cut features

Subtle features < Obvious features

v

LEVEL4 Stratigraphic - General plan
insertion

v

Analysis External
LEVEL5 of filling < morphology

\ v
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Rances Champ Vully Sud 1979 :
, a tactical mistake with serious consequences
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Rances, Champ Vully Est :

Excavation program 1980-81 : an exhaustive (
excavation e

RANCES 1981
CHAMP.VULLY EST
emplacement des sondages
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SENEGAMBIAN MEGALITHISM 1980-81 :
A MINIMALIST APPROACH

TUMULI

A single issue : relationships between circles and tumuli
Cf. T (time) and/or F (function)



Senegambian megalithism 1980-81 :

S1

S5 : EXPLANATION

S4 : ORDERING

: SCIENTIFIC OBJECTIVE

Ethnohistorical dynamics
Social and political dynamics

Pottery chronology

Functioning of the rite

Local scenario

Societies with AD

Circle

Models 15

Tumulus
43

Archaeology

INOCIOPaNR Senegambia

Funerary
rites

History

pre-colonial
societies

ARCHAEOLOGY

ETHNOHISTORY

S3 : DESCRIPTION (E/A)

S1:OBJECTIVE

S2 : CHOICE OF THE CORPUS




Senegambian megalithism 1980-81
S2 : CHOICE OF THE CORPUS
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Senegambian megalithism 1980-81 : Wi : E -y
S2 : CHOICE OF THE CORPUS
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“Circles 4.
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structure




Senegambian megalithism 1980-81 :
S3 : RECORDING (EXCAVATION TACTICS)

MBOLOP TOBE, SENEGAL. MEGALITHISME

I

audela 320 gr. 9 CLASSES 120- 200 gr. A 3 CLASSES 20-40gr

A 11 CLASSES  210- 310 gr. 7 CLASSES 50- 110 gr. 1 CLASSE 10gr.
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individu: 1.
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zone perturbée
par les termites

FIG. 2— Santhiou Kohel, Mbolop Tobé. Plan général du tumulus 43. Position des sondages et emplacement des sépultures centrales.
Tanidistanna & am nareavacs métrione (Mecin Y Revmond).




Senegambian megalithism 1980-81 :
S4 : ORDERING,

FUNCTIONING of the RITE

8. Phase 8

Poterie 2
N NNy N —
1 £ A 4 RN AN AN by 7. Phase 7

6. Phases 4 a6

5. Phase 4

4. Phase 4

SINE NGAYENE 25 (1083 £117 AD ) 3. Phase 4

Individus 1 et 2
+ chien A

TR l.ﬂ...ﬁm;.mMﬂlmmlmmmmm

1.Phases 2 et 3




Senegambian megalithism 1980-81 :

S5 : EXPLANATION, ETHNOHISTORIC DYNAMICS

extension moderne des populations marginales de
I'Empire du Gabou de langue ouest-atlantique

zones mégalithiques
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Senegambian megalithism 1980-81 :
S5 : EXPLANATION, SOCIAL AND POLITICAL DYNAMICS

CONFEDERATION Chefferies classiques :

despotisme guerrier

A——

Secteur A

aristocratique

A
@ @:a Lignage A QQQ Iﬁl B QQ Q

Xﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ

Esclaves Etats marchands
M h M h d
Lignage A Lignage B Lignage C Lignage D aichence: cohiles s
gnag gnag gnag gnag tralte externe

Secteur domestique et productif

Circles (3rd century BC — 15th
century AD) : < ‘ﬁ\%fﬁ\%%%%% ‘Sofas'
RELRELLLK & K Jowe

A society characterised by warrior-

caste despotism
A A A A
A A
Lignage A Lignage B Lignage C Lignage D

Secteur domestique et productif

Tumulus (16th century AD) :
a Merchant Empire

A

Confrontation




ETHNOARCHEOLOGY IN THE NIGER BEND 1988-2004 :
AN ORIENTED SURVEY

4.
- Exploring a region based on a !
~ single issue :

"oy
'
.

What are the relationships that can L
be established between the |

populations of the Niger Bend.
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Twelve field missions
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Typological bases of the pottery traditions : technology

\ \J V CA\ \s C A U CA \ \A CA A A CA\ w

followed by an interpretative stage using a scientific language LS/EMIC).
RSSO

NARTELAGE SUR FOANE CONCAMYL MOULAGE SUR CREUSAGE E1 MODELABL DE LA MOTIE MONTAHGE EN MOULAGE SUR
FORME CONVEXE ANNEALX FORNE CONCAVE
AVEC TOURNETTE

PrAST T BS(TONA PHSCY PRlroen( PHASEY PRTTORNT PHASEY PRCTIARE | PriST PACTCRRE
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of shaping the preform



IN CONCLUSION

Region of ancient Bactria 1974 — 1978 : survey made by Gardin

Geneva 1978 : lecture held by Gardin on archaeological research
strategies

Rances 1978 — 1981 . new oriented excavation strategy

Senegal 1980 — 1981 : oriented excavation strategy

Niger Bend 1988 — 2004 : oriented ethnoarchaeological strategy




